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24 April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Many thanks for all that you are doing in supporting your child’s learning at home, and for the many kind messages 

which you have sent into school about home learning.  It's good to hear that the home learning materials are useful, 

and we’re trying hard to get the balance right (not too much and not too little!).  

We understand that many of you are of course working from home or have other commitments during the day 

which mean that you have limits in terms of the time that you can give to such activities.   We wanted to reassure 

you that there is no minimum “learning” time expected so allow yourself to be led by your children and the demands 

of that particular day. One of the most common questions we have received about home learning is “How long should 

I be spending on home schooling?” This is a difficult question to answer but what we can tell you is ‘home schoolers’ 

generally accept that two hours per day is appropriate for infant school children.  We hope that over the next few 

weeks, we will find a rhythm and each family will do what works best for them. In light of this, please use as much or 

as little of the materials as best supports you and your child – the last thing that the school wishes to do is to add 

any further stress at this already difficult time.  

The Department for Education has also published information, guidance and support for parents and carers of children 

who are learning at home during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.  Guidance on helping primary school aged 

children learn at home can be found here:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-

their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

We hope that this give you a greater sense of clarity and puts your mind at ease with regard to home learning.  

 

Twitter – follow us by searching for “Lydgate Infant School” 

In the meantime, we are trying really hard to raise the awareness of our newly created Twitter account as a way for us 

to keep in touch with you and showcase all the fantastic things you have be doing at home.  Thank you to everyone 

who has emailed us already, you have definitely been very busy! For those of you that have not yet followed us, please 

search on Twitter for Lydgate Infant School.  We are happy to upload things that you have been doing at home to 

Twitter so that all of your children’s friends and the staff at LIS can see your creative, interesting activities and get 

inspired.  Class 8 is definitely winning at the moment for the most number of tweets! Go on…get involved and email 

any photographs and blurb to enquiries@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk with a title “For twitter”.  We love to see what 

you’re all up to! 
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Online lessons and resources 
In addition, some of you have asked for educational resources/websites that can be used by children to support their 

learning independently.  I have attached a document that indicates lots of websites that are offering their resources 

for free that may be useful from this perspective.    

 

Please also find below websites that are offering on line lessons for Foundation Stage and Key Stage One.  

 

BBC Bitesize 
The BBC has also launched an education package across TV and online, featuring celebrities and teachers, helping to 
keep children learning at home and supporting parents.  BBC Bitesize can be accessed here:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
Phonics - Letters and Sounds 

Please find attached a letter to fully explain the daily phonics lessons that will be available to you from Monday 27th 

April.  They are funded and approved by the DFE.   During the summer term, you will be able to access for your child a 

daily phonics lesson by clicking on https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-

niWw/channels?view_as=public.  All lessons are introduced by celebrities, including children’s TV presenters, which 

adds an exciting addition to the lessons.  A new lesson will be uploaded to YouTube everyday Monday to Friday. 

 

Keeping Children Active Links 

Change4Life and Disney have teamed up to bring you new Shake Up games inspired by Disney and Pixar's Toy Story 4 

and Incredibles 2, and Disney's The Lion King and Frozen. These 10-minute bursts of fun will really get your children 

moving.   https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups 

 

Yorkshire Sport have created a series of lessons to develop different skills like agility, coordination and balance.  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYGRaluWWTojV3An2WEgsQ4qGFy_91jDL  

 

 

Yours Faithfully 

Mr Bromage 
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